by Angela Gant

The Bible is full of God’s Vision for us so let’s
explore a little of this idea of VISION.
In most business circles it is often said that
purpose proceeds vision. I get it. When starting
a business, you must know the purpose [the
reason something exists] in order to flesh it out.
But I’d like to introduce the idea that vision
comes before purpose.
You see, when building, leading, or even
growing, you have to SEE it BEFORE you see it!
One of the great advantages we have as children
of God is that we know our Creator created us
with purpose…and that purpose is often not
indicative by our gifts/talents. Most spend large
amounts of thought, time and, in some cases,
money to get assistance in identifying just what
their purpose is all the while lacking the very
thing that will get them in purpose – VISION.
We must remember that the reason anyone or
anything exists is known and found in the one
who created it. Oftentimes, the way God
communicates our purpose to us is through His
Word and with vision. Romans even tells us
that, as believers, we should LIVE by faith. Faith
itself is not derived from things that are already
– vision is required.
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So, what is vision?
Vision is the visualized destination one desires to achieve,
although the path is unclear or unknown; it is the call
according to His purpose.
Without a vision people perish, dreams go unrealized, lives
go unchanged. You – yes you - have a vision; a vision that
God has placed inside of you. It makes your heart skip a
beat when you think of walking in that vision. You can press
forward because of the desire to see it!

Vision can and often does ignite a fire within us. Vision is so
important that we start working our vision muscle as
toddlers. We’re bombarded with thoughts and questions
about what we want to be when we grow up and it all stems
from what we visualize. As kids and even as adults we play
roles and pretend to be what we envision.
Realizing vision is not met without challenge and requires
focused effort. Hear me when I say, the effort that I am
talking about is much different than what is commonly
understood. The effort I refer to is orchestrated by God. He
so involved in our pursuit of vision that He causes all our
circumstances, challenges, and all things to work together
for our good.
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Overtime, the challenges we
face on our pursuit of vision
affect the very potency and
purity of vision.
Corrupt influences, negative
self-talk and experiences,
and even people with wellmeaning intentions cause us
to second guess or fall into
fear. We start to add things
to our vision that we
shouldn’t. As a result, our
vision becomes clouded and
we compromise because,
hey…we gotta get this done
by any means necessary.
So, we grind and we burn our
candle on both ends, no
longer seeking God or better
yet, we convince ourselves
that we are doing it FOR
God…right?
If this resonates with you,
then it is time to REFINE
VISION.
In this guide, I’ve given 4
short sections that can work
as a guide on your visionpath.
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SECTION 1

Remember Your Why
Without a reminder of why we started on the journey in the
first place or what is at stake, we wander. The question is,
how long will we wander when we have access to the Source?

“Write the vision and engrave it so plainly upon tablets
that everyone who passes may [be able to] read [it easily
and quickly] as he hastens by.”
Habakkuk 2:2 (AMPC)
Scripture instructs us in Habakkuk 2 to “Write the Vision”. We
are instructed to “engrave it …plainly upon tablets”. Your
vision, whether in picture or word, should be visible for you
to see daily. Your why not only helps you stay the course but
it also helps others who identify with your vision. You are
simply helping people understand what you are doing and
where you plan to go.
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Take a moment to write a simplified version of your
vision and why you desire to grow to see it:
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SECTION 2

Check Your Perspective
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways My ways, says the Lord.”
Isaiah 55:8 (AMPC)
Perspective is all wrapped up in vision. In considering the
vision you just wrote, don’t be surprised if the path to that
vision is not how you would have planned it out. Much like
looking at a path while standing on a road verses looking
at that same path from an ariel view, the way we see things
is much different than the way God sees.
The enemy loves to magnify even the slightest moment of
wrong perspective and use it as a device against vision.
When we consider our vision from a limited perspective,
frustration, discontentment, fear and even anger can arise.
All of these emotions are evidence that our perspective
concerning our vision need a spiritual checkup. As your
perspective adjust, shift your living.
Shift yourself into a new way of thinking. Remember,
God’s Word will ALWAYS provide just the right shift of
perspective we need. What a great Father we have who is
concerned about EVERYTHING that concerns us.
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SECTION 3

Maintain Your Blessed State
The best life and business advice I have ever received and
what will always be on the forefront of my life and
business goals comes from Psalm 1:1. It states:

“Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable)
is the man who walks and lives
not in the counsel of the ungodly
[following their advice, their plans and purposes]…”
Psalm 1:1 (AMPC)

Now, there is only One that is all-knowing and, I hate to
break it to you, it’s neither you or I. That being said, there
will be times on your journey where you will need counsel
on decisions being made. A vital part of maintaining the
blessed state is to be intentional about from whom and
where you receive counsel.
The great thing though is that, when in covenant
connection with The All-Knowing God, we don’t have to
have it all figured out. Our blessed state was established
in covenant and the Word tells us just what we need to do
to maintain it. Godly counsel is necessary as it is discussed
in scripture.
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I encourage you to be prayerful about the counsel you
encounter. Here is a simple prayer you can use when
praying for counsel.

Father,
You know every decision I need to make
and every challenge and circumstance
I face. I ask for forgiveness for the times
I try to f igure this life out on my own.
I pray Lord that as I encounter counsel
on my journey, You help me discern
counsel so that I only receive the counsel
you have outlined for me.
I need your Holy Spirit to give me
strength, wisdom and direction.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

As believers, our focus cannot be productivity in the
sense of how much we can get done. In scripture, we
are told to bear fruit. A promise of adhering to the
instruction of Psalm 1 is found in verse 3.
The Word says as a result of verses 1 and 2, we bring
forth fruit in season; our leaf also shall not
fade or wither; and everything we do shall prosper. This
is essence of what I mean by “blessed state”. Which
leads me to the final topic of this guide.
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SECTION 4

Stay Connected

“I am the Vine;
you are the branches.
Whoever lives in Me
and I in him bears much (abundant)
fruit. However, apart from Me
[cut off from vital union with Me]
you can do nothing.”
John 15:5 (AMPC)
I bring this up because what is often celebrated in pursuit of
vision is the toil of producing and what we can do with our
hands instead of glorifying God in Christ Jesus for the finished
work. God’s Word says that if we stay connected to the Vine,
we WILL produce fruit. It is so easy to get off track, especially
when we have so many things vying for our attention. Nevermind that fact that we have an enemy whose main agenda is
to separate our connection with God.
Being prayerful and disciplined is necessary. The focus of
discipline is not quantity [how much time] or even quality
[what you do in the time] but rhythm [consistency].
Celebrate even the small victories in discipline to achieve
vision, giving yourself a sense of achievement and greater
self-worth along the way. Perfection is the greatest
deception. Start small and build consistency.
You Got This! …and God has you.

As a Christ-centered company, it is our mission
to be a vessel to equip our clients for their
God-given Kingdom Vision.
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